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Abstract

As high utilization of social media surrounds our life, we obtain enormous information from the Internet easier than before. Moreover, we live in democratic environment, and faced many times of election and lots of political activity. The students pay much attention to political issues more than several years ago, and in addition we faces many political cases in 2014 such as The Sunflower Movement and local election, which stimulate the students to take part in political activity. Moreover, through process of The Sunflower Movement much information and news were issued by the Internet, and indeed it stimulate people to understand the political issues. Therefore, we will concentrate on the local election of 2014. Whether the factor of social media could affect the political participation of young people efficiently, and they were willing to take a vote in this election. Then we will observe whole 6 faculties of Tamkang University, and pick up 100 students who have the voting right are as our research samples in each faculties.







Research Motivation 

The tendency, which the young people participated in politics, has already declined, and it revealed that the young citizen spent less time caring the political or public issues. However, from these political cases happening in 2014 revealed that Taiwanese young people took part in politics more than before, and they had already influenced our political decision or ideology in the latest local election. For example, as we know that the political activity which consisted of the college students protested against Cross-Trait Service Trade Agreement, and the college students whose name of The Sunflower student proposed the leader government should legislate the completive policy and trade regulation of agreement with clause-by-clause review. These groups of students had a big impact on civil participation, and stimulated young people to pay attention to political issues increasingly. The Sunflower Movement increased the rate of political participation higher than several years ago, and obviously it made the young people trust their influence, which could change the government movement or decision. Moreover, we faced the local election in the end of 2014, and we could find that young voters played a very important role in this election. They not only took one vote for their ideal candidates positively, but also took part in the process of election. For instance, they started to discuss the political issues after the news was issued, and even tried to express their opinion in public. Apart from these kinds of movement, some students join in the elective works such as assistances of city councilor or mayor. According to above demonstration, the young generation has already influenced to pay much attention to political issues, and they were more willing to participate in politics. 

     According to the local election of 2014, we will observe the situation that the factor of social media will affect the political participation of young people, and whether the voting rate will increase more than before. Therefore, we will concentrate on the voting rate of 2014 election from young people. In our research, we define our population is the whole 6 schools of Tamkang University including Liberal Art, Science, Engineering, business & management, Foreign languages & literatures and education, and we will pick up 100 students who have voting right in each schools. We assume that the social media would impact on political participation efficiently for young people.    

















Literature review

In order to prove our topic, we read a variety of the articles to support our studies. As below, there are some key points to stand for our argument. 

Studying of political attitudes of students in elite universities
In this article, students in elite universities, their political awareness are in a middle level; however, in specific political behavior, they performed more positive and active. In the personal background, it showed that private universities, high social economic position and high grade studies were all have the high participation in politics, expect of the gender difference. In the whole part, party, the relation between student and teacher and the high social economic position are the three main factors. Furthermore, two of the social media: the Internet and television are also the important factor of affecting the participation of politics (蔣崇禮, 2004).

Political efficacy
The definition is that the people have their faith in political action, which could has the impact on the political society. Political socialization and personal political ambitions will also the main key to contribute political participation. How can citizens be political socialization through social media is multifaceted, for example; the family, school, public outreach, the Internet and other information and peer relationships. Furthermore, family is one of the most direct and influential reason to constitute the personal political consciousness. Moreover, the informal exchange between schools and their peer will also contribute to personal political awareness (陳陸輝, 2010).

Using psychological knowledge to strengthen ideological and political education
Nowadays, lots of students have the psychological problem. The reason is that they are under the great pressure of the society. For instance, the academic pressure and the employment pressure caused almost every single students in everywhere. Take the advantage of psychological knowledge to the ideological and political education work is really a feasible work. It is because students are all growing up, need to have lots of knowledge. Young college is a critical period of life, values, world view formed, but also its most complex psychological changes during the easily influenced by all decadent ideas of society (Marx, 1972). 

School education and political socialization
Education, in the empirical study of political attitudes and behaviors, is always seen as an important explanatory variables or control variables. The reason is, first of all, education reflects people's cognitive abilities and information processing capabilities. This ability to influence the formation and change people's political attitudes. Secondly, education plays an important role in the process of political socialization. In order to maintain the stability of the political system to maintain, It will deliver significant value to new entrants and attitudes within society members (陳光輝、蔡奇霖, 2010). 


Political Participation of College Students Thinking
Under the big pressure of employment and academic problem, parts of students pay more attention on the professional knowledge rather than political participation. Some of the students are affected by their parents. Family is our first classroom, parents are our first teacher. Parents play an important role in our political attitude and value; however, most of parents pay attention on child's academic performance. Therefore, students need to work hard to improve the ideological political qualities, and the ability to participate in politics. Moreover, students should have a certain degree of political participation, political sensitivity and knowledge (Xu Hao, 2006, 09).

College students in Taiwan, their political orientation and ongoing change
Sears (1975: 94) point out that the political socialization research should include the following two parts, first of all, is to explore the people on the institutional political system, structure and norms belonging. Secondly, it is the study of people and the partisan attitude of the current rulers compete for political power and influence of individuals, organizations, policy or ideology. Dahl (1998: 37-8) think that a democratic state must provide citizens several opportunities, including: effective participation, voting equality, enlightened understanding, control of the agenda and inclusion of adults and so on (陳義彥、陳陸輝, 2004).




According to Sunflower Student Movement
[image: ]

Among the whole sample, it shows that 56% of students are attending this movement, and the rest of 44% of people are from society. In 56% of students, 73% are college students, 17.2% are master degree students. It shows that people who are in the high level of education, willing to participate the movement. At the age part, the average is 28 years old. The range of participation from the age 20 to 29 is the highest. Overall, students are the main groups of participating the student movement (http://pnn.pts.org.tw/main/2014/07/14/%E8%AA%B0%E4%BE%86%E3%80%8C%E5%AD%B8%E9%81%8B%E3%80%8D%EF%BC%9F%E5%A4%AA%E9%99%BD%E8%8A%B1%E5%AD%B8%E9%81%8B%E5%8F%83%E8%88%87%E8%80%85%E7%9A%84%E5%9F%BA%E6%9C%AC%E4%BA%BA%E5%8F%A3%E5%9C%96%E8%B1%A1/, 2014). 

Research Structure

According to the literatures, we could find out the correlation and difference on the topic of political participating attitude of university students in Taiwan are influenced by personal background, grades, political parties, social networks and etcetera. Although there are lots of factors affect students’ political attitude, this research focus on the sharing similar historical and knowledge background university students are influenced under different medias whether have different kinds of political attitude or not, moreover, discussing the level of attitude, which are using voting political activities to observe.

In addition, we also found out that medias and social networks are certainly related effects on students’ political information receiving and political knowledge determining, as the literature mentioned, ‘Social media have changed the way in which citizens can interact with their elected representatives, make their voice heard and hold governments accountable, giving them a whole new range of opportunities to interact with their representatives.’ (International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance. 2013. “Participation in Politics and Elections BACKGROUND PAPER.”), we will also observe which social medias are more impact students’ political tendency. Besides, political participating attitude of students plays more and more important role in nowadays society and politics environment, which scholars also claimed for paying serious attention on this field that we could obviously see the active student movements, most are university students, in recently shown on Taiwan’s society. Thus, we can speculate that university students’ in Taiwan do have higher interests in the field of politics.

Additionally, we assume that the influenced media factors would be television, the Internet, radio, periodicals and newspapers, which we would asking about the degree of using those media matters to speculate the voting motivations of samples. Further, our observing voting is 2014 local election, which our samples will randomly select students of six faculties in Tamkang University. And also according to the literature, ‘recency argument’ (近因論點) rose by Weissberg advocating about personal experience of learning closer to adulthood the more influence on the relationship of politics, which we can utilize this theory to support our view of points of media truthfully will affect students political attitude. 

To sum up, as we mentioned above, generally most of the university students are more or less influenced by political socialization, which reflect on having political knowledge, political participations, and political aspirations, especially the elite students in our society who have high concerning about community and international issues. Although, we believe there are several factors highly related to university student political participating attitude, in our research we will only set the dependent variable is student vote turnout, and the independent variables are social media.



Sampling Survey

The method of collecting samples for our research will be using a well-designed questionnaire with random questions to ask university students about their experience of accepting and participating in political knowledge and activities in their daily lifetime. The reason is because we would like to know about the political participating attitude of elites in Taiwan society. Hence, after considering the execute situations that we might face in the research, we tend to narrow down our view sources as only focus on the university students of Tamkang University. Our target is to select 600 students for questionnaires and we will divide our maternal into six groupings, which are the six faculties in Tamkang University, such as College of Liberal Arts, College of Science, College of Engineering, College of Business and Management, College of Foreign Languages and Literatures, and College of Education. Besides, and for the departments of Lanyang Campus, we will base on the department learning features to allocate them into those six faculties. As the result, we will expect to collect 100 questionnaires who have the voting rights for each category, and we will also subjoin other factors to more detail observing the degree of study in our survey such as the elements of social media that we will asking about which social media are the respondents usually in touch with, and how the extent of they to get the political information from the media. Because of the impossibility of accessing students from every university in Taiwan, we hope this method of surveying could let our questionnaire become more continent and closer to the truth.

Questionnaire
103學年一學年度 淡江大學各院學生
政治參與度問卷

感謝您撥空填寫這一份問卷，本問卷目的是在探討您對政治參與度的狀況。問卷採匿名的方式，而且您在問卷中所提供的資訊，僅作為學術研究之用，不會提供其他單位，敬請安心填寫。 您的意見對我們非常重要，衷心期盼您依自己的實際感受填答。感謝您的熱情支持與協助！

院系：□ 文學院  □ 理學院  □ 工學院  □ 教育學院 □ 商管學院 
      □ 外國語文學院 
年齡：□ 20歲  □ 21歲以上
性別：□ 女 □ 男 
1. 請問您在2014地方選舉時，有參與投票嗎?  □ 有 □ 無(請答第7題)
2. 若沒有，請問您是甚麼因素? □ 工作因素 □ 學校因素 □ 返鄉不便 
   □ 選舉不關您的事 □ 不知選舉投票資訊 □ 沒有理想候選人，可以投
   □ 其他____________
3. 請問您平常都從哪裡獲取政治知識? (可複選)
  □ 電視 □ 網路 □ 報紙 □ 期刊 □ 廣播電台 □ 其他____________
4.  請問您平常每天平均花多時間看政治相關節目?
   □ 1~2小時 □ 3~4小時 □ 5~6小時 □ 7~8小時 □ 9小時以上
5. 請問您平常從哪些電視媒體獲得政治知識?
   □ 新聞報導 □ 政論節目 □ 辯論會 □ 演講 □ 戲劇 □ 其他_________
6. 請問您平常每天平均花多少時間用網路查閱政治相關資訊?
   □ 1~2小時 □ 3~4小時 □ 5~6小時 □ 7~8小時 □ 9小時以上
7. 請問您平常從哪些網路獲得有關於政治資訊?
   □ 社群網站 □ 電子新聞 □ 官方網站 □ 有關政治的APP □ 其他_____
8. 請問您平常有閱讀報紙的習慣? □ 有 □ 無(第14題省略)
9. 若有，您平均一個禮拜閱讀幾次有關政治性的報紙? □ 1~2次 □ 3~4次 □   
   5~6次  □ 7次以上

10. 請問您如何從報紙閱讀上獲得相關政治資訊?
   □ 新聞 □ 社論 □ 政治廣告 □ 其他____________
11. 請問您平常會花多少時間聽取有關於政治的廣播電台? □ 0小時 □ 1~2小時 □ 3~4小時 □ 5~6小時 □ 7 ~8 小時 □ 9小時以上 
12. 請問您如何從電台獲取相關政治資訊? □ 新聞 □ 政論節目 □ 政治相關                廣告 □ 其他____________


問卷到此結束！感謝您的熱情支持！
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