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The Beginning of a Teaching Journey: Training Needs and Support Experiences of Novice
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Abstract: This study investigates the training needs and support experiences of novice itinerant
special education teachers in preschool settings. Inclusive education requires these teachers to
integrate professional expertise with contextual adaptability; however, current preparation and
in-service programs often fail to align with the realities of itinerant work. Through qualitative
interviews, the study identified three key themes: (1) outcomes and gaps in professional training,
(2) accessibility and effectiveness of support systems, and (3) challenges and adjustments in
diverse contexts. Findings suggest that novice teachers seek more practice-oriented training,
sustained mentoring, and peer support to enhance their confidence and service effectiveness. The
study concludes with recommendations for policy and practice.
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